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Commander's Comments
The History of the Black-Eyed Pea New Years's Tradition
The Real Story is much more interesting and has gone untold in
fear that feelings would be hurt. It’s a story of war, the most brutal
and bloody war, military might and power pushed upon civilians,
women, children and elderly. Never seen as a war crime, this was the
policy of the greatest nation on earth trying to maintain that status at
all costs. An unhealed wound remains in the hearts of some people of
the southern states even today.
The story of the black-eyed pea being considered good luck
relates directly back to Sherman’s Bloody March to the Sea in late
1864. It was called The Savannah Campaign and was lead by Major
General William T. Sherman. The Civil War campaign began on
November 15th 1864, when Sherman ‘s troops marched from the
captured city of Atlanta Georgia, and to the port of Savannah. They
arrived in the city on December 21st 1864. Sherman telegraphed
President Lincoln on December 22nd and stated that Savannah had
fallen. He then offered the city to the president as a Christmas
present.
At this time in the north, the lowly black eyed pea was only used
to feed livestock. The northern troops saw it as the thing of least
value. Taking grain for their horses, livestock and other crops to feed
themselves, they just couldn’t take everything. So they left the black
eyed peas in great quantities assuming it would be of no use to the
survivors, since all the livestock it could feed had either been taken
or eaten.
Southerners awoke to face a new year in this devastation and
were facing massive starvation if not for the good luck of having the
black eyed peas to eat. From New Years Day 1866 and forward, the
tradition grew to eat black eyed peas on New Year’s Day for good
luck.”—”Pass the peas, Please!”
Your Humble & Obedient Servant;
Brad Blackmon, Commander

Camp Meeting
Tuesday, January 8th 2013
Regularly scheduled meeting will be at 7:00 PM at the
Mayflower Seafood Restaurant at 2124 Celanese Rd, Rock Hill, SC
Come early join the fellowship and eat.
Vernon Terry and Mike Short will to talk about Sharpsburg at the
January meeting.

1st Lt Commander's Comments
Bring on the New Year
It was 150 years ago this month that then
President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation. It took effect on Jan. 1, 1863. The
proclamation doesn’t end slavery in the North or the
Western states, but only declares that those held as
slaves in the Confederacy are freed. The immediate
effect is to make the war of Southern Independence
more difficult for the Southern states. His hope was
that slaves in the South would rebel against their
owners.
The New Year brings no pause in the fighting.
On Dec. 26, 1862, Union divisions approaching from
the Yazoo River crash into Confederate forces in
swampy terrain as they embark on a bid to seize the
Confederate city of Vicksburg, Mississippi. The
fierce battle of Chickasaw Bayou, or Walnut Hills,
erupts. When the Yankee Major General William T.
Sherman orders his forces to advance, his units are
thrust backward by the Confederate defenders.
Sherman was hopeful of capturing Vicksburg outright, but the battle left heavy Union casualties and
dashed any Union hopes of a swift victory. Suffering
from defeat, the Yankees retreated to regroup to fight
months later.
New Year’s in the South in 1863 was successful!
Bucky Sutton
1st Lt Commander

Prayer Closet

• Please continue to pray for our President & government leaders - they seem to have
lost all concern for the people. Continue to pray
for our country. We are in very troubling times.
• Please add Mike Short to prayer list.
Mike has had some medical problems and his
dad Charlie recently passed away.
• Please keep Vernon Terry on your
prayer list.
• Please keep Brad Blackmon's wife,
Deborah to your prayer list. She has been in
the hospital.
• Please continue to keep Laddie's
mother (Clara Parrish) on your prayer list.
• Please keep Dan Sipe on your prayer
list. Dan is still having problems from back
surgery.
• Please Ray Baker on your prayer list.
Ray continues to have medical problems with
his heart and back.
• Please add Wayne Conner to your list.
Wayne recently had knee replacement surgery.
• Please continue to pray for the SCV,
national, division and brigade.
• Pray for our service men and women
and for their families.
Camp Chaplain,
Larry Gregory

Compatriots of the SC Division
It is time to mark your calendars for the
annual SC Division Leadership Conference.
The 2013 Conference will be held in Irmo, SC
at Saluda Shoals Park at the River Center
(same location as last year). The dates for this
coming years Conference will be on the 9th of
February. The event will begin at 8:00am and
last until 4:00pm. Dinner will be served midday and the event is at no cost to current SC
Division members. Plan to join us for a day of
leadership building and camaraderie.
Please click on this link for the registration form.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/
viewform?formkey=dHk3Vl9sZTY3Q2F6TXc4ODAyUVpTMVE6MA#gid=0

Honoring the Gray
Do you have an article you would
like to see in the the newsletter?
If so, please send to Jerry Brown at
jenkinsscv@yahoo.com or call Jerry at 803327-2834. Articles may be funny or serious as
long as it reflects the ideals and purpose of the
SCV. Please limit the size of articles for
mailing purposes.

From the Chaplain
Please send your Prayer Requests to our
Camp Chaplain, Larry Gregory. Larry can be
contacted by phone (803-324-7438) or by email
(poppyg@comporium.net).
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Time Line January 1863
50,000 Union troops, and a U. S. Naval squadron
under the command of Admiral David Porter. The
Navy silenced the Confederate artillery and
McClernand attacked, gaining the outer walls. The
Confederates then surrendered.
Jan 14th - E. Kirby Smith given command of the
Army of the Southwest. CSS Alabama sinks the USS
Hatteras off Galveston, Texas
Jan 20th - 22nd - Ambrose Burnside searches for
another crossing of the Rappahannock. This is
known as the “Mud March”
Jan 25th - Lincoln relieves General Ambrose
Burnside from command of the Army of the Potomac,
replacing him with General Joseph “Fighting Joe”
Hooker. Union forces withdraw from Corinth. They
had been ordered to help protect Mississippi River
shipping from northern states.
Jan 26th - In a letter to Joe Hooker, President
Lincoln states that Hooker “...thwarted him
(Burnside) as much as you could...”
Jan 27th - Naval assault on Ft. McAllister, Georgia
Jan 31st - Under cover of fog Confederate ironclads
Chicora and Palmetto State raid the federal blockade
in Charleston. While some Union ships were
damaged, the attack failed to disrupt the blockade.

Jan 1st - At the Battle of Galveston, Texas
Confederate General John B. Magruder captures the
city after a 4 hour battle. Confederate troops seize a
federal ship and blow up another, but most of the
ships escape. The Emancipation Proclamation goes
into effect
Jan 2nd - General Sherman abandons his attempt to
take Vicksburg.
Jan 4th - Major General McClernand begins to move
up the Arkansas River towards Arkansas Post. He
orders General Sherman to accompany him, but he
has not received authorization for such a movement.
Lincoln and Halleck order Ulysses S. Grant to rescind
Special Order 11. USS Quaker City along with USS
Memphis seize the Mercury, a Confederate blockade
runner from Charleston on its way to Nassau,
Bahamas with turpentine and mail.
Jan 5th - Following two days of off and on
skirmishing around Jonesville, Va Confederates
surround the Union force and take 200 prisoners
after a pitched battle.
Jan 10th – 11th – At the Battle of Arkansas Post
Federal General John McClernand defeats Brigadier
General T. J. Churchill at Fort Hindman or Arkansas
Post. Defending the outpost on the Arkansas River,
5,000 Confederates are surrounded by a force of

Famous Quotes

http://bgmicahjenkins.org/

Abraham Lincoln once asked General
(Winfield) Scott this question: “Why is it that
you were once able to take Mexico City in
three months with five thousand men, and
we have been unable to take Richmond with
one hundred thousand men?”

If you haven't checked out the Micah
Jenkins Camp web site recently, now is a
good time. Our Web Master, Chris Brown,
has done a great job and redesigned it. It is
still a work in process and will always be to
keep it updated.

A New Year is Starting
By the time you read this, you have probably
broken some of the New Year’s resolutions you made.
Hopefully, you made one you haven’t broken – to keep
the true history of the War alive.
Our ancestors fought long and hard for what
they believed in and we must remember them.
There is no one reason for the War, but there were
many reasons. We do not need to justify the reasons
our ancestors fought; as they fought for what they
believed in and need no justification. We need to
know these reasons and be able to tell the uninformed every opportunity we have. If we are not
prepared to keep the true history alive – who will?
Jerry Brown
2nd Lt Commander

“I will tell you,” said General Scott. “The
men who took us into Mexico City are the
same men who are keeping us out of Richmond.” (Confederate Veteran Magazine,
September 1913, page 471)
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Europe and the American Civil War
Minister Adams warned Seward that the British
government might very soon offer to mediate the
difficulty between North and South, which would be a
polite but effective way of intimating that in the
opinion of Great Britain the quarrel had gone on long
enough and ought to be ended-by giving the South
what it wanted.
Adams knew what he was talking about. Earl
Russell had given Mason no encouragement whatever, but after news of the Second Battle of Bull Pun
reached London, he and Lord Palmerston, the Prime
Minister, agreed that along in late September or
thereabouts there should be a cabinet meeting at
which Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary would
ask approval of the mediation proposal. (Implicit in all
of this was the idea that if the Northern government
should refuse to accept mediation, Britain would go
ahead and recognize the Confederacy.) With a saving
note of caution, Russell and Palmerston concluded
not to bring the plan before the cabinet until they got
further word about Lee’s invasion of the North. If the
Federals were beaten, then the proposal would go
through; if Lee failed, then it might be well to wait a
little longer before taking any action.
On October 7 the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
William E. Gladstone, made a notable speech at
Newcastle in which he remarked that no matter
what one’s opinion of slavery might be, facts had to
be faced: “There is no doubt that Jefferson Davis and
other leaders of the South have made an army; they
are making, it appears, a navy; and they have made
what is more than either-they have made a nation.”
He added, “We may anticipate with certainty the
success of the Southern States so far as regards
their separation from the North.”
In all of this there was less of actual hostility
toward the North than is usually supposed.
Palmerston and Russell were prepared to accept an
accomplished fact, when and if such a fact became
visible; if the Confederacy was definitely going to
win, the fact ought to be admitted and the war ought
to be ended. But they were not prepared to go further
than that. Gladstone might commit his calculated
indiscretion, the upper class might continue to hold
the Confederates as sentimental favorites, and the
London Times might thunder at intervals against the
Northern government; but the British government
itself tried to be scrupulously correct, and long before
the war ended, ardent Southerners were complaining
that the government’s attitude had been consistently
hostile to the Confederacy. Even the business of the
British-built cruisers and ironclad rams did not alter
this situation. Legally, vessels like the Alabama
were simply fast merchant ships, given arms and a
warlike character only after they had left English
waters, and the government had no legal ground to
prevent their construction and delivery. The famous
rams themselves were technically built for French
purchasers, and even though it was an open secret
that they would ultimately go into the Confederate
navy, there was never anything solid for the British

The war had a direct bearing on the United
States’ foreign relations and the relations that were
most important were those with the two dominant
powers of Europe, England and France. Each country
was a monarchy, and a monarchy does not ordinarily
like to see a rebellion succeed in any land. (The
example may prove contagious.) Yet the war had not
progressed very far before it was clear that the ruling
classes in each of these two countries sympathized
strongly with the Confederacy-so strongly that with
just a little prodding they might be moved to intervene and bring about Southern independence by
force of arms. The South was, after all, an aristocracy, and the fact that it had a broad democratic base
was easily overlooked at a distance of three thousand
miles. Europe’s aristocracies had never been happy
about the prodigious success of the Yankee democracy. If the nation now broke into halves, proving
that democracy did not contain the stuff of survival,
the rulers of Europe would be well pleased.
To be sure, the Southern nation was based on
the institution of chattel slavery-a completely repugnant anachronism by the middle of the nineteenth
century. Neither the British nor the French people
would go along with any policy that involved fighting
to preserve slavery. But up to the fall of 1862 slavery
was not an issue in the war. The Federal government had explicitly declared that it was fighting
solely to save the Union. If a Southern emissary
wanted to convince Europeans that they could aid the
South without thereby aiding slavery, he could prove
his case by citing the words of the Federal President
and Congress. As far as Europe was concerned, no
moral issue was involved; the game of power politics
could be played with a clear conscience.
The Trent affair had been symptomatic. The war
had put a heavy strain on relations between the
United States and Great Britain, and there would
always be danger that some unexpected occurrence
would bring on a war. Yet the two countries were
fortunate in the character of their diplomats. The
American Minister in London was Charles Francis
Adams, and the British Minister in Washington was
Lord Lyons, and these two had done all they could, in
the absence of instructions from their governments,
to keep the Trent business from getting out of hand.
Even Secretary of State Seward, who earlier had
shown a politician’s weakness for making votes in
America by defying the British, proved supple enough
to retreat with good grace from an untenable position; and Earl Russell, the British Foreign Secretary,
who had sent a very stiff note, nevertheless phrased
it carefully so that Seward could make his retreat
without too great difficulty.
Much more serious was the situation that
developed late in the summer of 1862. At that time,
as far as any European could see, the Confederacy
was beginning to look very much like a winner-a
point which James Mason insistently pressed home
with British officialdom. The Northern attempt to
capture the Confederate capital had failed, Virginia’s
soil had been cleared of invaders, and in the East and
West alike the Confederates were on the offensive.

continued on next page
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Europe and the American Civil War (continued)
but no government that had to pay the least attention
to the sentiment of its own people could take sides
against a government which was trying to destroy
slavery. The British cabinet was never asked to
consider the proposition which Palmerston and
Russell had been talking about, and after 1862 the
chance that Great Britain would decide in favor of
the Confederacy became smaller and smaller and
presently vanished entirely. The Emancipation
Proclamation had locked the Confederates in an
anachronism which could not survive in the modern
world.
Along with this there went a much more prosaic
material factor. Europe had had several years of short
grain crops, and during the Civil War the North
exported thousands of tons of grain-grain which could
be produced in increasing quantities, despite the
wartime manpower shortage, because the new
reapers and binders were boosting farm productivity
so sharply. Much as Great Britain needed American
cotton, just now she needed American wheat even
more. In a showdown she was not likely to do anything that would cut off that source of food.
All of this did not mean that Secretary Seward
had no more problems in his dealings with the world
abroad. The recurring headache growing out of the
British habit of building ships for the Confederate
navy has already been noted. There was also Napoleon III, Emperor of the French, who was a problem
all by himself.
Napoleon’s government in many ways was quite
cordial to the Confederates, and in the fall of 1862
Napoleon talked with Slidell and then proposed that
France, England, and Russia Join in trying to bring
about a six-month armistice
Singularly enough, the one European country
which showed a definite friendship for the Northern
government was Czarist Russia. In the fall of 1863
two Russian fleets entered American waters, one in
the Atlantic and one in the Pacific. They put into
New York and San Francisco harbors and spent the
winter there, and the average Northerner expressed
both surprise and delight over the visit, assuming
that the Russian Czar was taking this means of
warning England and France that if they made war in
support of the South, he would help the North. Since
pure altruism is seldom or never visible in any
country’s foreign relations, the business was not
quite that simple. Russia at the time was in some
danger of getting into a war with England and France,
for reasons totally unconnected with the Civil War in
America; to avoid the risk of having his fleets icebound in Russian ports, the Czar simply had them
winter in American harbors. If war should come, they
would be admirably placed to raid British and French
commerce. For many years most Americans believed
that for some inexplicable reason of his own the Czar
had sent the fleets simply to show his friendship for
America.

authorities to put their teeth into. When the British
government finally halted the deal and forced the
builders to sell the rams to the British navy, it
actually stretched the law very substantially. That it
did this under a plain threat of war from the United
States did not alter the fact that in the end the
Confederacy could not get what it desperately wanted
from Great Britain.
Sharpsburg by itself showed that Lee’s invasion
was not going to bring that final, conclusive Confederate triumph which had been anticipated. The swift
recession of the high Confederate tide was as visible
in England as in America, and as the autumn wore
away Palmerston and Russell concluded that it would
not be advisable to bring the mediation-recognition
program before the cabinet.
Far more significant than Sharpsburg, however,
was the Emancipation Proclamation, which turned
out to be one of the strangest and most important
state papers ever issued by an American President.
During the late spring and early summer of
1862 Lincoln had come to see that he must broaden
the base of the war. Union itself was not enough; the
undying vitality and drive of Northern antislavery
men must be brought into full, vigorous support of the
war effort, and to bring this about the Northern
government must officially declare itself against
slavery. Lincoln was preparing such a declaration
even before McClellan’s army left the Virginia Peninsula, but he could not issue it until the North had
won a victory. (Seward pointed out that to issue it on
the heels of a string of Northern defeats would make
it look as if the government were despairingly crying
for help rather than making a statement of principle.) Sharpsburg gave Lincoln the victory he had to
have, and on September 22 he issued the famous
proclamation, the gist of which was that on January
1, 1863, all slaves held in a state or a part of a state
which was in rebellion should be “then, thenceforward and forever free.”
Technically, the proclamation was almost
absurd. It proclaimed freedom for all slaves in precisely those areas where the United States could not
make its authority effective, and allowed slavery to
continue in slave states which remained under
Federal control. It was a statement of intent rather
than a valid statute, and it was of doubtful legality;
Lincoln had issued it as a war measure, basing it on
his belief that the President’s undefined “war powers”
permitted him to do just about anything he chose to
do in order to win the war, but the courts might not
agree with him. Abolitionists felt that it did not go
nearly far enough, and border-state people and many
Northern Democrats felt that it went altogether too
far. But in the end it changed the whole character of
the war and, more than any other single thing,
doomed the Confederacy to defeat.
And in Europe the American Civil War had
become something in which no western government
dared to intervene. The government of Britain,
France, or any other nation could play power politics
as it chose, as long as the war meant nothing more
than a government’s attempt to put down a rebellion;

Source: The American Heritage New History
of the Civil War, (Part of Chapter 6)
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General Order No. 11 - (Not to be confused with General Order No. 11 - 1863)
General Order No. 11 was the title of an order
issued by Major-General Ulysses S. Grant on December 17, 1862, during the War. It ordered the expulsion
of all Jews in his military district, comprising areas
of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Kentucky. The order
was issued as part of a Union campaign against a
black market in Southern cotton, which Grant
thought was being run “mostly by Jews and other
unprincipled traders.” While permitting some trade,
the United States licensed traders through the
United States Army, which created a market for
unlicensed one. Union military commanders in the
South were responsible for administering the trade
licenses and trying to control the black market in
Southern cotton, as well as for conducting the war.
Grant issued the order in an effort to reduce corruption.
Following protests from Jewish community
leaders and an outcry by members of Congress and
the press, President Abraham Lincoln ordered this
revoked a few weeks later. During his campaign for
the presidency in 1868, Grant repudiated the order,
saying that it had been drafted by a subordinate and
that he had signed it without reading it during
warfare
During the war, the extensive cotton trade
continued between the North and South. Northern
textile mills in New York and New England were
dependent on Southern cotton, while Southern
plantation owners depended on the trade with the
North for their economic survival. The US Government permitted limited trade, licensed by the Treasury and the US Army. Corruption flourished as
unlicensed traders bribed Army officers to allow them
to buy Southern cotton without a permit. Jewish
traders were among those involved in the cotton
trade; some merchants had been active in the cotton
business for generations in the South; others were
more recent immigrants to the North.
The order went into immediate effect; Army
officers ordered Jewish traders and their families in
Holly Springs, Oxford, Mississippi, and Paducah,
Kentucky to leave the territory. Grant may not have
intended such results; his headquarters expressed
no objection to the continued presence of Jewish
sutlers, as opposed to cotton traders. But, the wording
of the order addressed all Jews, regardless of occupation, and it was implemented accordingly.
A group of Jewish merchants from Paducah,
Kentucky, led by Cesar J. Kaskel, sent a telegram to
President Abraham Lincoln in which they condemned the order as “the grossest violation of the
Constitution and our rights as good citizens under
it”. The telegram noted it would “place us . . . as
outlaws before the world. We respectfully ask your
immediate attention to this enormous outrage on all
law and humanity ....” Throughout the Union, Jewish
groups protested and sent telegrams to the government in Washington City.

The issue attracted significant attention in
Congress and from the press. The Democrats condemned the order as part of what they saw as the US
Government’s systematic violation of civil liberties;
they introduced a motion of censure against Grant in
the Senate, attracting thirty votes in favor against
seven opposed. Some newspapers supported Grant’s
action; the Washington Chronicle criticized Jews as
“scavengers ... of commerce”. Most, however, were
strongly opposed, with the New York Times denouncing the order as “humiliating” and a “revival of the
spirit of the medieval ages.” Its editorial column
called for the “utter reprobation” of Grant’s order.
Kaskel led a delegation to Washington, arriving
on January 3, 1863. In Washington, he conferred
with Jewish Republican Adolphus Solomons and a
Cincinnati congressman, John A. Gurley. After
meeting with Gurley, he went directly to the White
House. Lincoln received the delegation and studied
Kaskel’s copies of General Order No. 11 and the
specific order expelling Kaskel from Paducah. The
President told General-in-Chief Henry Wager Halleck
to have Grant revoke General Order No. 11, which
Halleck did in the following message:
A paper purporting to be General Orders, No. 11,
issued by you December 17, has been presented
here. By its terms, it expells [sic] all Jews from your
department. If such an order has been issued, it will
be immediately revoked.
One of Halleck’s staff officers privately explained
to Grant that the problem lay with the excessive
scope of the order: “Had the word ‘pedlar’ been inserted after Jew I do not suppose any exception would
have been taken to the order.” According to Halleck,
Lincoln had “no objection to [his] expelling traitors
and Jew peddlers, which I suppose, was the object of
your order; but as in terms proscribing an entire
religious class, some of whom are fighting in our
ranks, the President deemed it necessary to revoke
it.”
The Republican politician Elihu B. Washburne
defended Grant in similar terms. Grant’s subordinates expressed concern about the order. One Jewish officer resigned in protest and Captain John C.
Kelton, the assistant Adjutant-General of the Department of Missouri, wrote to Grant to note his order
included all Jews, rather than focusing on “certain
obnoxious individuals,” and noted that many Jews
served in the Union Army. Grant formally revoked it
on January 17, 1863.
On January 6, Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise of Cincinnati, leader of the Reform movement, led a delegation that met with Lincoln to express gratitude for
his support. Lincoln said he was surprised that Grant
had issued such a command and said, “to condemn a
class is, to say the least, to wrong the good with the
bad.” Lincoln said he drew no distinction between
Jew and Gentile and would allow no American to be
wronged because of his religious affiliation.
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John Bankhead Magruder (May 1, 1807 – February 19, 1871)
needless delay and brought Magruder praise from his
superior, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. However,
Magruder performed poorly and unaggressively in the
subsequent Seven Days Battles. Some blame heavy
drinking for his erratic performance, others point to
the unrelenting stress of his fending off McClellan at
Yorktown.
At the Battle of Malvern Hill, the last of the
Seven Days, local guides led him and his men astray,
causing a considerable delay in his arrival in the
line of battle. Orders from new commander Robert E.
Lee to attack, dispatched earlier in the day but with
no time marked on them, were received only after
Magruder finally got into proper position some hours
later. They were mistaken as currently issued; the
error was compounded when fresh orders from Lee
arrived which, based on faulty intelligence, reaffirmed the attack. Magruder’s execution of those
orders as if they were current and accurate resulted
in an uncoordinated assault that suffered considerable losses and made no headway. Lee aftwards,
when he personally surveyed the field, thought that
no commander on the scene should have gone ahead
with an attack. When he asked Magruder, “Why did
you attack?” Magruder replied, “In obedience to your
orders, twice repeated.”
Lee reorganized his army after the Seven Days,
replacing those he thought were ineffective commanders, and Magruder was soon reassigned to
command the District of Texas, New Mexico, and
Arizona.
On January 1, 1863, Magruder’s forces won the
Battle of Galveston, recapturing the city and port for
the Confederacy. The First Confederate Congress
published its official thanks:
"The bold, intrepid, and gallant conduct of Maj.
Gen. J. Bankhead Magruder, Col. Thomas Green,
Maj. Leon Smith, and other officers, and of the Texan
Rangers and soldiers engaged in the attack on, and
victory achieved over, the land and naval forces of
the enemy at Galveston, on the 1st of January, 1863,
eminently entitle them to the thanks of Congress
and the country."
From August 1864 to March 1865, Magruder
commanded the Department of Arkansas, but then
returned to command the District of Texas, New
Mexico, and Arizona during the last months of the
war until the entire Trans-Mississippi region was
surrendered by General Edmund Kirby Smith.
After the war, Magruder fled to Mexico and
entered the service of Emperor Maximilian I of
Mexico as a major general in the Imperial Mexican
Army. However, by May 1867, the emperor’s forces
had succumbed to a siege and the emperor had been
executed. Magruder returned to the United States
and settled in Houston, Texas, where he died in
1871. He is buried in the Episcopal Cemetery at
Galveston, the scene of his greatest military success.

John Bankhead Magruder was a career military
officer who served in the armies of three nations. He
was a U.S. Army officer in the Mexican-American
War, a Confederate general during the American
Civil War, and a postbellum general in the Imperial
Mexican Army. Known as “Prince John” to his army
friends, Magruder was most noted for his actions in
delaying Federal troops during the 1862 Peninsula
Campaign through elaborate ruses that gave Maj.
Gen. George B. McClellan the impression that the
Confederates had more forces than in actuality, and
in successfully defending Galveston, Texas.
Magruder was born in Port Royal, Virginia. He
first attended the University of Virginia, where, as a
student, he had the opportunity to dine with former
President Thomas Jefferson. He graduated from the
United States Military Academy in 1830, where he
was the roommate of William N. Pendleton. He was
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 7th U.S.
Infantry regiment. He was later assigned to the 1st
U.S. Artillery.
Magruder served in the Second Seminole War in
Florida, and then under Winfield Scott in the Army of
Occupation in Mexico. He was brevetted to major for
“gallant and meritorious conduct” at the Battle of
Cerro Gordo, and to lieutenant colonel for his bravery
in the storming of Chapultepec. He served on frontier
duty in California and at Fort Leavenworth in the
Kansas Territory.
“Prince John” was tall and flamboyantly handsome. He spoke with a lisp, except when singing
tenor, which he did frequently. His avocation was
composing songs and staging concerts and amateur
theater productions, something to relieve the tedium
of peacetime garrison duty. This theatrical bent
would come in handy in the War.
At the start of the War, Magruder was assigned
to the artillery in the garrison forces of Washington.
However, he resigned from the U.S. Army when his
native Virginia seceded, whereupon he was commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate States
Army. He was quickly promoted to major general. He
commanded the small Army of the Peninsula defending Richmond, against Maj. Gen. George B.
McClellan’s invasion of the Virginia Peninsula in the
early portion of the Union’s Peninsula Campaign in
1862. This separate army was incorporated as a
division in the Army of Northern Virginia on April 12,
1862.
During the Battle of Yorktown, Magruder completely deceived McClellan as to his strength by
ostentatiously marching small numbers of troops
past the same position multiple times, appearing to
be a larger force. He moved his artillery around
frequently and liberally used ammunition when
Union troops were sighted, giving the impression of a
large, aggressive defending force. This subterfuge
caused McClellan’s Army of the Potomac weeks of
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