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Commander's Comments
I hope all are well and doing ok as I write this letter. God is
so good, just look at some of the trees that are just beginning to
turn to such beautiful colors. This is the best time of the year.
For those of you that missed last month’s meeting you
missed a very good program presented by two members of the
16th SC Volunteers Camp 36 SCV. They told us about the wonderful artifacts they have in their Museum, located in
Greenville. We need to get a group from our camp and tour their
Museum. We visited the Museum in Columbia a few years ago
and really enjoyed all. Hope to see all members and guests
October 13th.
A good book to read - Abraham Lincoln’s Execution by Dr.
John C. Griffin. He is also speaker this month.
Jim Floyd - Commander

As of October, 1/3 of the camp has signed up to receive Honoring
the Gray by email only. With that 1/3 less postage stamps will be
needed, 1/3 less paper and 1/3 less printer ink will be needed to send
out October's newsletter. Can we make it 1/2 or even 2/3 less newsletters to mail?
Each month the newsletter is mailed out to the remaining camp
members using first class mail. The annual cost for postage, printing
ink and paper to mail the newletter to each member runs well over
$300.00. Any member who requests can be removed from the mailing
list and save a part of that cost for the camp.
Any member deciding to receive the newsletter by email only and
removed from the mailing list can at any time change their request and
again receive the newsletter by mail just by notifying me.
If you would like to receive Honoring the Gray each month by
email, please send me your email address at jenkinsscv@yahoo.com
Yours in the Cause,
Jerry Brown,
editor, Honoring the Gray

Camp Meeting
Tuesday, October 13th 2009
Regularly scheduled meeting at the Mayflower Seafood Restaurant @ 7:00 PM.
Come early join the fellowship and eat.
Our Guest speaker this month will be Prof. John Griffin from USC-Lancaster. Mr. Griffin will
be speaking about his new book Mr. Lincoln’s War. He will copies of his book available to purchase.

Patrick Ronayne Cleburne
March 16, 1828 – November 30, 1864 (aged 36)
Major General Patrick R. Cleburne
The Stonewall Jackson of the West

seizure of the U.S. Arsenal in Little Rock in
January 1861. When Arkansas left the Union,
the Yell Rifles became part of the 1st Arkansas
Infantry, later designated the 15th Arkansas, of
which he was elected Colonel. He was promoted
to brigadier general on March 4, 1862.
Cleburne served at the Battle of Shiloh, the
Battle of Richmond (Kentucky), where he was
wounded in the face, and the Battle of Perryville.
After the Army of Tennessee retreated to its
namesake state in late 1862, Cleburne was
promoted to division command and served at the
Battle of Stones River, where his division advanced three miles as it routed the Union right
wing and drove it back to the Nashville Pike and
its final line of defense. He was promoted to major
general on December 13.
During the campaigns of 1863 in Tennessee, Cleburne and his soldiers fought at the
Battle of Chickamauga. At the Battle of
Wauhatchie near Chattanooga they conducted a
rare night assault. They successfully resisted a
much larger Union force under Maj. Gen. William
T. Sherman on the northern end of Missionary
Ridge during the Battle of Missionary Ridge, and
at the Battle of Ringgold Gap in northern Georgia,
in which Cleburne’s men again protected the
Army of the Tennessee as it retreated to Tunnel
Hill, Georgia. Cleburne and his troops received an
official Thanks from the Confederate Congress
for their actions during this campaign.
Cleburne’s strategic use of terrain, his
ability to hold ground where others failed, and his
talent in foiling the movements of the enemy
earned him fame, and gained him the nickname
“Stonewall of the West.” Federal troops were
quoted as dreading to see the blue flag of
Cleburne’s Division across the battlefield.
By late 1863, it had become obvious to
Cleburne that the Confederacy was losing the
war because of the growing limitations of its
manpower and resources. In 1864, he dramatically called together the leadership of the Army of
Tennessee and put forth the proposal to emancipate slaves and enlist them in the Confederate
Army to secure Southern independence. This
proposal was met with polite silence at the
meeting, and while word of it leaked out, it went
unremarked, much less officially recognized. The
letter he wrote outlining the proposal also predicted events that some say indeed came to pass:

Patrick Ronayne Cleburne was an AngloIrish soldier, serving in the British Army and as
a major general in the Confederate States Army
during the American Civil War, killed at the
Battle of Franklin.
Cleburne was born in Ovens, County Cork,
Ireland, the second son of Dr. Joseph Cleburne, a
solid, middle-class physician of Anglo-Irish
ancestry. Patrick’s mother died when he was 18
months old, and he was an orphan at 15. He
followed his father into the study of medicine, but
failed his entrance exam to Trinity College of
Medicine in 1846. In response to this failure, he
enlisted in the 41st Regiment of Foot of the
British Army, subsequently rising to the rank of
corporal.
Three years later, Cleburne bought his
discharge and emigrated to the United States
with two brothers and a sister. After spending a
short time in Ohio, he settled in Helena, Arkansas, where he obtained employment as a pharmacist and was readily accepted into the town’s
social order. During this time, Cleburne became
close friends with Thomas C. Hindman, who
would later parallel his course as a Confederate
Major General. The two men also formed a business partnership with William Weatherly to buy a
newspaper, the Democratic Star, in December
1855. In 1856, Cleburne and Hindman were both
wounded by gunshots during a street fight in
Helena with members of the Know-Nothing Party
following a debate. Cleburne was shot in the
back, turned around and shot one of his attackers, killing him. The attackers hid until
Cleburne collapsed on the streets and then left.
After the men recovered, they appeared before a
grand jury to respond to any charges brought
against them. They were exonerated and, afterwards, went to Hindman’s parents’ house in
Mississippi. By 1860, he was a naturalized citizen, a practicing lawyer, and very popular with
the local residents
When the issue of secession reached a
crisis, Cleburne sided with the Southern states.
His choice was not due to any love of slavery,
which he claimed not to care about, but out of
affection for the Southern people who had adopted
him as one of their own. As the crisis mounted,
Cleburne joined the local militia company (the
Yell Rifles) as a private soldier. He was soon
elected captain. He led the company in the

continued on next page
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Patrick Ronayne Cleburne

Do you have an article for
Honoring the Gray?

(continued)
Every man should endeavor to understand
the meaning of subjugation before it is too late ...
It means the history of this heroic struggle will
be written by the enemy; that our youth will be
trained by Northern schoolteachers; will learn
from Northern school books their version of the
war; will be impressed by the influences of history and education to regard our gallant dead as
traitors, and our maimed veterans as fit objects
for derision ... The conqueror’s policy is to divide
the conquered into factions and stir up animosity
among them ... It is said slavery is all we are
fighting for, and if we give it up we give up all.
Even if this were true, which we deny, slavery is
not all our enemies are fighting for. It is merely
the pretense to establish sectional superiority
and a more centralized form of government, and
to deprive us of our rights and liberties.

If so, please send to Jerry Brown at
jenkinsscv@yahoo.com or call Jerry at
803-327-2834. Articles may be funny or
serious as long as it reflects the ideals and
purpose of the SCV. Please limit the size
of articles for mailing purposes.

Prior to the campaigning season of 1864,
Cleburne became engaged to Susan Tarleton of
Mobile, Alabama. Their marriage was never to be,
as Cleburne was killed during an ill-conceived
assault (which he opposed) on Union fortifications
at the Battle of Franklin, just south of Nashville,
Tennessee, on November 30, 1864. He was last
seen advancing on foot toward the Union line
with his sword raised, after his horse was shot
out from under him. Accounts later said that he
was found just inside the Federal line and his
body carried back to an aid station along the
Columbia Turnpike. Confederate war records
indicate he died of a shot to the abdomen, or
possibly a bullet that went through his heart.
When Confederates found his body, his boots were
gone, as was his sword, watch, and anything else
of value.

•

Cleburne’s remains were laid to rest at St.
John’s Church near Mount Pleasant, Tennessee,
where they remained for six years. In 1870, he
was disinterred and returned to his adopted
hometown of Helena, Arkansas, with much
fanfare, and buried in Maple Hill Cemetery,
overlooking the Mississippi River. William J.
Hardee, Cleburne’s former corps commander, had
this to say when he learned of his loss: “Where
this division defended, no odds broke its line;
where it attacked, no numbers resisted its
onslaught, save only once; and there is the grave
of Cleburne.”

•

•

•
•
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Prayer Closet
Please continue to pray for our
President & government leaders.
The SCV, national, division and
brigade.
Continue to pray for our those
effected by the economy; especially
those unemployed.
Continue to pray for our children as
they go from door to door Trick-orTreating.
Pray for our service men and women
protecting our freedom.
Pray for the families of our troops.

Tariffs, Not Slavery
by: Jack McMillan, Ph.D.
The American educational system continues perpetuating a myth regarding the War for
Southern Independence [often mistakenly called
‘The Civil War,’ a misnomer.] Teachers using
government-mandated, Northern-produced texts
inform students the conflict centered solely on
slavery, with Abraham Lincoln ‘The Great Emancipator’ sending Union troops to ‘make men free.’
Nothing could be more untrue. We realize the
wisdom in the adages that history-books are
written by the victors and that truth is war’s first
casualty. Like other complex human activities,
wars often have a number of underlying causes.
In this article, I shall provide the reader with an
overview of the primary causi belli of the War for
Southern Independence, the issue of tariffs.
Far from being a mundane topic, taxation
has been at the heart of the American political
spirit. The original thirteen American colonies
formally dissolved ties with the British Empire
due to the issue of taxation without representation. Penned by that great Virginian Thomas
Jefferson, the Declaration of Independence
stands out as this nation’s first Article of Secession. In it, the colonies’ grievances are listed.
Amongst the litany of injustices committed by
King George III, Jefferson mentions ‘For imposing
Taxes upon us without our Consent.’ This split
over taxation is a recurring theme in American
history.
The precursor to Southern secession in fact
occurred 30 years before the hostilities of 18611865. In 1828 and again in 1832, Congress
passed tariffs legislation benefitting northern
mercantile interests but injuring the South’s
agricultural economy. Heavy protectionist tariffs
gave northern manufacturers an advantage by
decreasing foreign competition, but forced the
South to pay the bulk of federal taxes, as the
South was a net exporter of raw goods and a net
importer of manufactured products. These ‘Tariffs
of Abominations’ led Senator John C. Calhoun to
declare the law unjust and a convention was held
in South Carolina to nullify the federal tariff law.
President Andrew Jackson threatened to send
troops to enforce the tariff, but eventually the
Compromise of 1833 was reached and taxes were
lowered over a four-year period. As Professor
Charles Adams states in his book For Good and
Evil: The Impact of Taxes on the Course of Civilization, “...the South paid about three-quarters of
all federal taxes, most of which were spent in the
North.”

The election of 1860 was perhaps the most
contentious in American history. The Democratic Party split, with the northern faction voting
for Stephen Douglass and the southern faction for
John Breckinridge. Additionally the Constitutional Unionist Party [the renamed Whig Party]
ran John Bell as a candidate and carried three
states [Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia.]
Lincoln won with a mere 39% of the popular and
not a single electoral vote from the South. As
Salomon DeRothschild, a visitor to America at
the time wrote, “This state of affairs could have
continued ... if the two divisions, South and
North, of the Democratic party had not split at the
last electoral convention. Since each of them
carried a different candidate, they surrendered
power to a third thief, Lincoln, the Republican
choice.”
The secession of Southern States began
with South Carolina, where tax issues had been
at the forefront 30 years earlier. Contrary to what
is now taught, slavery was not the primary issue.
While it is unfortunate slavery existed, the blame
cannot placed solely on the South; slavery existed
in the North as well [it is interesting to note
Delaware, a Northern slave state, refused to
ratify the 13th Amendment abolishing the institution.] Further, New England slavers from their
homeports in Massachusetts and New York
brought slaves to America in the first place.
With the election of Lincoln, the South
realized northern manufacturers and bankers
would have their puppet in the White House.
Again Professor Adams states, “...Lincoln was
supported in his bid for the presidency by the rich
industrialists of the North. He was their man and
he had long been their lawyer... No sooner had
Congress assembled in 1861 than the high tariff
was passed into law and signed by Lincoln. The
Morrill Tariff, as it was called, was the highest
tariff in U.S. history.” Adams also notes, “Secession by the South was a reaction against
Lincoln’s high-tax policy. In 1861 the slave issue
was not critical... The leaders of the South believed secession would attract trade to Charleston, Savannah, and new Orleans, replacing
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia as the chief
trading ports of America, primarily because of low
taxes.” Note the Confederacy lowered taxes! To
the charge often leveled that the newly formed
Confederacy started the hostilities, Adams
correctly points out “...with the import taxes, he
continued on next page
4

Come join us at the Brattonsville War Between the States Reenactment
October 24-25, 2009
Hosted by the Sixth South Carolina and Culture & Heritage Museums
You are invited to attend this War Between the States Reenactment
at Historic Brattonsville near McConnells, SC.
Please visit the Event Website: www.6thregimentsc.org/brattonsville.htm
for more information.

Tariffs, Not Slavery (continued)
from the Northern British Review, Edinburgh,
1862, “...All Northern products are now protected:
and the Morrill Tariff is a very masterpiece of
folly and injustice. No wonder then that the
citizens of the seceding States should feel for half
a century they have sacrificed to enhance the
powers and profits of the North; and should conclude, after much futile remonstrance, that only
in secession could they hope to find redress.”
I shall conclude this article with a passage
written by John Reagan, Postmaster General of
the Confederacy. “You are not content with the
vast millions of tribute we pay you annually
under the operation of our revenue laws, our
navigation laws, your fishing bounties, and by
making your people our manufacturers, our
merchants, our shippers. You are not satisfied
with the vast tribute we pay you to build up your
great cities, your railroads, and your canals. You
are not satisfied with the millions of tribute we
have been paying you on account of the balance
of exchange, which you hold against us. You are
not satisfied that we of the South are almost
reduced to the condition of overseers of northern
capitalists. You are not satisfied with all this; but
you must wage a relentless crusade against our
rights.”

[Lincoln] was threatening. Fort Sumter was at
the entrance to the Charleston Harbor, filled with
federal troops to support U.S. Customs officers. It
wasn’t too difficult for angry South Carolinians to
fire the first shot.” Again, Rothschild writing to
his cousin in London in 1861 notes, “I’ll come
back later to the ‘slavery’ question, which was
the first pretext for secession, but which was just
a pretext and is now secondary. The true reason
which impelled the Southern states to secede is
the question of tariffs.”
Lincoln’s election guaranteed a return of
past disastrous policies and forced the Southern
States to secede. Writers of the day confirm this.
In Great Britain, many intellectuals and political
leaders saw Lincoln’s War for exactly what it was
- a dispute over taxation. Charles Dickens writes,
“The Northern onslaught upon slavery was no
more than a piece of specious humbug designed
to conceal its desire for economic control of the
Southern States.” Dickens goes on to say
“...Union means so many millions a year lost to
the South; secession means the loss of the same
millions to the North. The love of money is the
root of this as of many other evils... The quarrel
between the North and South is, as it stands,
solely a fiscal quarrel.” Let us quote a passage
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